
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
April 17, 2017 
 

Re: California Health Organizations Support Strong Clean Air Act 
 
Dear Senator/Representative: 
 
The undersigned public health and medical organizations, and individual health and medical 
professionals in California urge you to protect our health from dangerous air pollution. Please 
oppose any legislation that would block, weaken or delay the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s work to update and enforce strong safeguards for California’s air. 
 
California’s residents need healthy air to breathe – especially the 800,000 kids and 2.3 million 
adults with asthma, 1.4 million people with COPD, and 2 million people with heart disease and 3 
million with diabetes. All of them could be at higher risk of health impacts from harmful air 
pollution. In addition to the at risk groups above, air pollution is associated with lung cancer.  
 
While there is still work to be done to clean up the air we all breathe, the state has made great 
progress. Thanks to the federal Clean Air Act, and leadership by California, important investments 



have been made to reduce air pollution and protect public health. Healthy air saves lives, reduces 
asthma attacks, and is a smart investment. 
 
Our organizations urge you to support the continued implementation and enforcement of the 
Clean Air Act, and oppose any legislation that would block, weaken, or delay it. This includes 
legislation that attacks the Clean Air Act directly, such as by delaying or blocking specific air 
pollution standards or weakening EPA’s ability to set future standards that are based soundly in 
health science.  
 
In addition, California’s authority to set and enforce its own vehicle standards allowed under the 
Clean Air Act is critical for our state to meet our clean air goals and protect public health. 
California’s children and other vulnerable populations need you to fight for improved air quality, 
not allow polluters more freedom to foul the air we breathe. 
 
We also urge you to oppose any legislation that would make it harder to set public health 
safeguards, not only at EPA, but at all federal agencies. Legislation currently under consideration 
in Congress, under the guise of “reform” to the regulatory process, would actually make it more 
difficult to protect California residents from harm. Californians need agencies like EPA to 
implement and enforce core, proven public health laws like the Clean Air Act.  
 
The undersigned California public health and medical organizations and health professionals ask 
you to support full implementation and enforcement of the Clean Air Act and resist any efforts 
to weaken, delay or block its life-saving public health protections.  Further we call on you to 
protect California’s important authority to establish vehicle emission standards to protect our 
communities.  We call on you to speak out publicly in defense of the fundamental human right 
of all Californians to breathe healthy air. 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Barb Sattler, RN, DrPH, FAA, Founding Member 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environment 
 
Kris Calvin, CEO 
American Academy of Pediatrics – California 
 
Rolf Davidson, Executive Director 
California Chapter 1 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
 

Chwen Yuen Angie Chen, MD, FACP, President 
American College of Physicians CA Services Chapter  
 



Bonnie Holmes-Gen, Charter Director, Air Quality and Climate Change 
American Lung Association in California 
 
Scott Takahashi, PharmD, Chair 

Asthma Coalition of Los Angeles County 

 
David LeDuc, Executive Director 

Bonnie J. Addario Lung Cancer Foundation 

 
Susan Hogeland, CAE, Executive Vice President 
California Academy of Family Physicians 
 
California Black Health Network 
 
Justin Malan, Executive Director 

California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health 

 
Zulma Michaca, Legislative Advocate/Community Organizer 

California Nurses Association/ National Nurses United 

 
Kim Chen, Policy Director 
California Pan Ethnic Health Network 
 
Adele Amodeo, Executive Director 
California Public Health Association – North 
 
Susan Hogeland, CAE, Executive Vice President 
California Academy of Family Physicians 
 
Chris Garvey FNP, MSN, MPA, MAACVPR, President 
California Thoracic Society  
 
Kevin Hamilton, RRT, Executive Director 
Central California Asthma Collaborative 
 
Rachelle Wenger, MPA, Director, Public Policy and Community Advocacy 
Dignity Health 
 
Alan Kelton, MD, President 
Fresno Madera Medical Society 
 

Eric Lerner, Climate Director 
Health Care Without Harm 



 
Kern County Asthma Coalition 
 
Fonda Winslow, Executive Director 
Kern County Medical Society 
 
Lynn Kersey, Executive Director 
Maternal and Child Health Access (Los Angeles) 
 

David Pepper, MD, Founding Member 
Medical Advocates for Healthy Air 
 
Celeste Ramos - Chair 
Lillian Sanchez-Ramos - Treasurer 
Jay Herbrand - Secretary 
Merced Mariposa Asthma Coalition 
 
Bill Durston, MD, President 
Physicians for Social Responsibility – Sacramento Chapter 
 
Joel Ervice, Associate Director 
Regional Asthma Management and Prevention (RAMP) 
 
Robert M. Gould, MD, President 
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 
Ruenell Adams-Jacobs, MD, President 
Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical Society 
 

Sonoma County Asthma Coalition 
 
Jim Mangia, MPH, President and CEO 
St. John’s Well Child and Family Centers (Los Angeles) 
 
Individual health and medical professionals 
 
Meghan Adelman, RN, BSN, MPH, Ross 
Ruth Afifi, MD, Fresno 
Felix Aguilar, MD, Clinical Professor of Family Medicine, USC, Los Angeles 
Lorene Alba, AE-C, Oakland 
Loren I. Alving, MD, Fresno 
Alpha Anders, MD, Bakersfield 
Devin Arias, MPH, Downey 



Esmeralda Arreola, MD, Fresno 
Bruce Bekkar, MD, Doctor for Climate Health, Del Mar 
Eugene Belogorsky, MD, Santa Rosa 
Kate Benscoter, MEd, RRT-NPS, Napa 
Robert J. Bernstein, MD, Ventura 
Robert J. Blount, MD, San Francisco 
Coletta Boone, RCP, MA, San Diego 
Praveen Buddiga, MD, Fresno 
John A. Capitman, PhD, Fresno 
Deborah Carey RN, AE-C, Vacaville 
Donna Miedama Carr, MD, Encinitas 
Dale E. Claes; RRT, RPFT, Fresno 
Ana Clarke, PhD, Fresno 
David Tom Cooke, MD, Doctor for Climate Health, UC Davis 
Sara Delaney, RN, San Jose 
Anthony DeRiggi, MD, Sacramento 
Bao Duong, MD, Hermosa Beach 
Linda Fine, MD, Clovis 
Toussaint Smeat, MD, Clovis 
Catherine S. Forest, MD MPH, Doctor for Climate Health, Santa Cruz 
Marc Futernick, MD, Los Angeles 
Kantam Gade, MD, Fresno 
Geoff Gaggero, MD, Roseville 
Don Gaede, MD, Fresno 
Charlotte Gullap-Moore, APRN, ANP, Santa Barbara 
Jacob Hallmark, RRT, Fresno 
Steve Hansen, MD, San Luis Obispo 
Martha Harmon, PhD, MBA, RN, Simi Valley 
Brenda Hellerud, RN, Corona 
Marie Hoemke, RN, Napa 
Gordon Honda, MD, Fresno 
Mark B. Horton, MD, MSPH, Oakland 
Richard J. Jackson, MD, MPH, Los Angeles 
Karen Jakpor, MD, MPH, Doctor for Climate Health, Riverside 
Aran Johal, Health Educator, Coursegold 
Phoebe Jones, RN, PHN, Tustin 
Anne Kennedy, RRT, Hillsborough 
James Kratzer, MD, MPH, Fresno  
David Lee, MD, Fresno 
Rita Lewis, RN, PHN, Emeryville 
Karla Magie, RD, retiree of CA Dept. Public Health, Rocklin 
Cynthia Mahoney, MD, Danville 
Antonio Marisal, PA, Fresno 
Margie Matsui, RN, CRRN, COHN-S, FAAOHN, Gardena 



Anthony Molina, MD, Fresno 
Gretchen Nelson, FNP, Clovis 
Luke Palmisano, MD, Los Angeles 
Anantanarayan Padmanabhan, MD, Madera 
David Pham, MD, Westminster 
Mechelle Perea-Ryan, FNP-BC, Oakdale 
Brenda Rios, FNP, Rancho Cucamonga 
Juan Rodriguez, MD, Delano 
Mylene Rucker, MD, Visalia 
Wendy Ruggeri, MD, Los Angeles 
Cindy Russell, MD, Mountain View 
Christine Salinas, RRT, Clovis 
Robert F. Sawyer, PhD, Berkeley 
Brianna Singleton, RN, San Francisco 
Sunil Saini, MD, Doctor for Climate Health, Upland 
Sue Stone, MD, Fresno 
Ruth A. Thomas, MSN FNP, Madera 
Daya Upadhyay, MD, Doctor for Climate Health, Fresno 
Laura S. Van Winkle, PhD, Davis  
Jose Joseph Vempilly, MD, Fresno 
David Warburton, MD, Los Angeles 
Jan Wicklas, RRT, Chico 
Shirley Windsor, RRT, Fresno 
Megann Young, MD, Fresno 
Marcela Yu, MD, Sacramento 
Kuo Liang Yu, MD, Sacramento 
 

 


