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January 4, 2016
Dear Representative:

The American Lung Association urges you to oppose H.R. 21, the so-called
Midnight Rules Relief Act of 2017. Under this bill, Congress could
permanently block multiple critical public health protections with a single
vote.

H.R. 21 is based on a misguided perception that rules finalized toward the
end of a presidential administration have not been fully formed or vetted.
The reality is that these rules, many of which protect public health, are often
the product of years of work and public input.

H.R. 21 would expand the Congressional Review Act to allow en bloc
disapproval of all regulations finalized near the end of a president’s term. The
CRA is an extreme tool - it allows Congress to, with a vote of disapproval,
not only erase a regulation, but also prevent the federal government from
issuing any rule that is “substantially the same” in the future. Allowing an en
bloc vote to permanently block a group of regulations is reckless and
extreme.

If it became law, H.R. 21 could be used to block lifesaving public health
protections that prevent death and disease caused by air pollution and
tobacco.

We urge you to oppose this attack on lifesaving public health protections.

Sincerely,

Bloret B owma)

Harold P. Wimmer
National President and CEO
American Lung Association
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