November 25,2019

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler, Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

William J. Clinton Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

Sent via Regulations.gov
Re: Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OAR-2017-0757

Dear Administrator Wheeler:

We, the undersigned physicians, nurses, and health professionals, strongly oppose the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) proposed amendments to the 2012 and 2016
New Source Performance Standards for the Oil and Natural Gas Industry. This proposal is
adangerous rollback of standards that limit harmful pollution.

The current standards reduce industrial methane and volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
from new oil and gas sources. This not only helps mitigate climate change and its
associated health risks by curtailing emissions of methane - an especially potent
greenhouse gas - from new and modified sources, but also limits emissions of toxic and
carcinogenic air pollutants, benefiting public health in communities across the country.

Climate change poses immediate and growing threats to human health. Warming
temperatures can lead to more ozone pollution, wildfire smoke, extreme heat, severe
storms and flooding, longer allergy seasons, spread of infectious disease, and more.’
Leading national health, nursing and medical organizations have called climate change a
health emergency.’ Reducing emissions of methane from the oil and gas industry is critical
to protecting health from the impacts of climate change.

Methane standards also reduce emissions of VOCs, which include gases recognized as
hazardous air pollutants such as benzene, toluene, carbonyl sulfide, ethylbenzene, mixed
xylenes, and n-hexane.lil Benzene and formaldehyde, another hazardous pollutant from oil
and gas emissions, are recognized as known human carcinogens, while ethylbenzene is
considered a probable carcinogen. VOCs also react with other emissions in the presence
of sunlight to form ozone, which causes asthma attacks, increases hospital admissions and
may cause premature deaths.v

A growing body of peer-reviewed science indicates that oil and gas development is
associated with adverse health impacts, including premature birth, congenital heart
defects, neural tube defects, and low birth weight for infants born to mothers living near
natural gas development.¥i People most at risk of harm from breathing these air pollutants
from the oil and natural gas industry include infants, children and teenagers; older adults;
pregnant women; people with asthma and other lung diseases; people with cardiovascular



disease; diabetics; people with low incomes; and healthy adults who work or exercise
outdoors. Many live and work in communities near these oil and gas facilities, which are
often located near lower income or minority communities.

EPA’s proposal would roll back methane pollution standards for new oil and gas industry
sources. It would also prevent the agency from setting future standards to clean up
methane pollution from existing industry sources - a critical step to protecting health
from climate change. On behalf of our patients and the communities we serve, we urge
EPA not to finalize this proposal into law, and to instead fully implement and enforce the
existing standards.
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it U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 2015. Regulatory Impact Analysis of the Proposed Emissions Standards
for New and Modified Sources in the Oil and Natural Gas Sector. EPA452/R-15-002. Available:
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v U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). National Toxicology Program. 2011. Report on Carcinogens,
Twelfth Edition. Research Triangle Park, NC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Kindra Weid, RN, BSN, MPH

Minnesota

David Councilman, MD
Elizabeth Heimer, MS, CHES
Toya Lopez, MHA

David Midthun, MD

Eva Pesch, MD

Arlene Renshaw, MS-ASHA
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Robert Byron, MD, MPH

Lori Byron, MD

Nicholas Coombs, MS

Margaret Eggers, PhD

Leigh Estvold, RN

Nancy Fitch, MD

Charles Fitts, MSN, RN (retired), CCRN



Sandra Griffin, RN, BSN, MSA
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Carlie Koberstine, MPH

Stacy Kraft, Public Health Education
Coordinator

Timothy Leddy, MBA, MS
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Deborah Grayson, RN, MSN, MPH
Mitchell Grayson, MD

Monica Hanson, PhD, RN

David Harris, MD

John Hosmer-Quint, Medical Student
Erin Hott, COTA/L
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