
The Honorable Michael S. Regan 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20004  

February 13, 2023 

Re: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2021-0317 
 
Dear Administrator Regan:   

As physicians, nurses, public health professionals and healthcare workers dedicated to 
providing our patients with a healthy future, we urge you to finalize limits on methane and other 
pollutants from new and existing oil and gas operations.   

Oil and gas industry operations emit methane, a greenhouse gas that has more than 80 times 
the warming power of carbon dioxide over the first 20 years in the atmosphere. Methane is 
fueling climate change, which is a health emergency. Warmer temperatures lead to more 
frequent and extreme weather events like flooding and excessive heat, more intense wildfires 
and longer allergy seasons, and they make air pollution worse. All of these carry health 
impacts.   

Science shows that the country has a rapidly closing window to drastically reduce greenhouse 
gases before the impacts of climate change become catastrophic. Requiring cleanup of 
methane pollution is a critical step to slowing the pace of climate change and achieving long-
term health benefits.   

Methane pollution is not the only concern when it comes to oil and gas operations. Harmful 
pollutants like volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are also emitted, which can worsen asthma 
and other respiratory diseases, damage the nervous system and cause developmental harm. 
Some VOCs, like benzene, are known carcinogens. When VOCs enter the atmosphere, they 
interact with sunlight to form ozone pollution – leading to even further reductions in air quality. 
The health impacts stemming from oil and gas operations impact the entire country, but people 
living closest to oil and gas industry operations, including wells, face greater harm. Tribal 
communities, communities of color and people experiencing poverty are also at a great risk of 
health harm from exposure to poor air quality and climate change impacts.   

EPA must finalize methane rules into law that reduce pollution from oil and gas operations by 
requiring regular monitoring from sources – including smaller wells – and prohibiting the practice 
of routine flaring. Hundreds of thousands of wells across the country are low-producing wells 
that emit a disproportionate amount of methane emissions. Requirements for those wells to 
conduct regular leak monitoring will cut down on some of the rogue emissions of methane that 
are leaked during the process. The practice of flaring – burning unused product of as waste – 
emits a host of climate and health-harming pollutants. Banning the practice will provide further 
reductions in emissions.   

Additionally, we urge EPA to include monitoring programs to meet commitments to prioritize 
environmental justice by ensuring that frontline communities most harmed by oil and gas sites 
are included and can hold polluters accountable.   



We urge EPA to build on its current proposal and strengthen limits on pollution from new, 
reconstructed and modified oil and gas wells and equipment and standards for existing sources, 
and then to quickly finalize the rule.   

Sincerely,  

Alabama      

Ellen Buckner, PhD, RN, CNE, AE-C, FNAP 
Carolina Parker, MD 

Alaska 

Bea Pullekines, MPH 

Arizona 

Barbara Warren, MD, MPH 
Marc Guest, PhD, MPH, CPH, LMSW 
Chris Lim, PhD 
Ronda Seifert, RN, BSN, IBCLC 
Jean Nelson, FNP-C 
Victor Waters, MD, JD, FCLM 
J. Fred Fiastro, MD 
Danielle Bowen-Weiszmann, CHES, RN, 
MSN 

Arkansas 

Kirk Rhoads, RRT 
Rev. Eva Englert-Jessen 

California 

Elise Wallis, MPH 
Amanda Millstein, MD 
Cynthia Mahoney, MD 
Mary Le, MD 
Esmeralda Morales, MD 
Ashley McClure, MD 
Lucinda Bazile, MPH 
Karin Urso, RN, MSN, PHN 
Catherine Forest, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
David Pepper, MD 
Sonal Patel, MD 
Karina Funez, MPH 
Alex Gregor, MD 
Brenda Nuyen, MD 
Janet Perlman, MD, MPH 
Jim Howard, MS, MBA 
Linda Rudolph, MD, MPH 
Wendy Ring, MD, MPH 

Deborah Carey, RN, BSN, PHN, AE-C 
Robin Cooper, MD 
Karen Jakpor, MD, MPH 
Sharmin Khajavi, PharmD 
David Cooke, MD 
Vinitha Sequeira, HCA 
Marsha Epstein, MD, MPH 
Marc Futernick, MD 
Mary Williams, MD 
Alexander Gould, MD 
Melanie Schimpf, RN 
Alexis Duran, RN, BSN 
Amy Alterman-Paradiso, MPH 
Scarlett Russell, BSN 
Sahar Nouredini, PhD, RN, CNS 
Amanda Millstein, MD 
Lynn Kersey, MA, MPH, CLE 
Catherine Dodd, PhD, RN 
Mary Prunicki, MD, PhD 
Kevin Hamilton, RRT, ACP 

Colorado 

Ellynne Bannon, RN, BSN, CHPN 
C. Allen Wentworth, RRT 
Effie Rorke, MPH 
Barbara Donachy, MPH 
Patrick Fritze, RRT 
Rebecca Boyd, RRT-NPS 
James Danforth, MD (retired) 
Emily Tavolacci, RT Student 
Jessica Hensley, RRT 
James Crooks, PhD, MS 
Brandi Kvelums, RRT Student 
Lauren Brave, MD 
Trine Vik, CAA Certified Anesthesiologist 
Assistant 
Muriel Hart, BS, MS, OMS-II 
Dawn Hendry, LPC 
Judy Danielson, PT, retired 
Evelyn Hutt, MD 
Lea Ratliff, MD 
Richard Grossman, MD, MPH 



Debra Bjork, PhD 
Danny Watson, CMSRN 
Scott Allen, RRT 
Lindsey Pearson, MD 
Justin Misuraca, MS, RRT-NPS, C-NPT 
Sheela Mahnke, MD 
Clara Winter, MD 
Lisa Romero, PA-C, MPH 
G. Thomas Kraus, MD 
Clyde Allen Wentworth, Med, RRT 
Robert Drumm, RRT 
Jan Douglas, MD 
Martha Johns, MD, MPH 
Charity Lehn, MD 
Emeli Bowers 
Lisa Cicutto, RN, BSN, ACNP (Cert), PhD 
Lorrie F Odom, MD 
Darci Martinez, DNP, FNP, RN 
Jennifer Camello, MD 
Christy Haas-Howard, RN, MPH, NCSN, 
AE-C 
Linda Mulka, MD 
Kenyon Weidle, MD 
Megan Stinar, MD, FAAP 

Connecticut 

Mark Mitchell, MD, MPH 
Kevin Walsh, Dr 
Ruth Canovi, MPH 
Bachar Ahmad, MPH 

Delaware 

Sara Tibbett-Wright, DBA, RRT 
Anna Quisel, MD 
Albert Rizzo, MD 
Alan Greenglass, MD 

District of Columbia 

Olga Bakun, MPH 

Florida 

Ankush Bansal, MD 
Charles Schaeffer, CCMA, CCRC, ACDT, 
CMAIII 
Cathey Falvo, MD, MPH 
Brenda Olsen, RN 

Kellie Brunner, MPH, MCHES 

Georgia 

Theresa Rohr-Kirchgraber, MD, MD 
Amy Case, MD 
Lisa Thompson, PhD, MS, RN, FNP 
Rabih Bechara, MD 

Hawaii 

Cynthia Goto, MD 

Idaho 

Elizabeth Hall, AE-C, CTTS 
Heather Kimmel 
Amanda Blanchet, PA 

Illinois 

Shanna Johnson, MD 
Danielle Trojanek 
Kristina Hamilton, MPH 
Mimi Guiracocha, DNP, RN 
Shawn DeVillez, CRT 
Vincent Tedjasaputra, PhD 
Tina Hildebrand, CRT 
Sandra Blood, CRT 
Ozuru Ukoha, MD 

Indiana 

Christopher Porter, MPH, RRT, RRT-NPS 
Courtney Stewart, MPH 
Meghan Smith, Asthma Program 
Coordinator 
Danielle Myatt, RRT 
Greg Hostettler 
Kim Irwin, MPH 

Iowa 

Maureen McCue, MD, PhD 
Emmaline Krapfl, MPH 
Beth Timmerman, CHES, CTTS 
Alicia Gerke, MD 
Thomas Gross, MD 
Alyssa DePhillips, MPH, MCHES, CTTS 

Kansas 

Laurie Horn, RN 



Kentucky 

Tamara Cappelletti, RRT 
Scott Bickel, MD 
Sean Muldoon, MD, MPH 
Kyle Mahan, EdD, MSM, RRT 
Nipa Patel 
Stephen Tong, CRT 

Maine 

Patricia Eldershaw, Assistant Professor of 
Nursing  
Heidi Alpern, CRNA 
Stephen Sears, MD, MPH 
Patricia Stogsdill, MD 
Elizabeth Gordon, RN, DNP 
Jennifer Friedman, MB, ChB 
Lisa Letourneau, MD, MPH 
Peter Gordon, MD 
Ivan Cardona, MD 
Brian McGrory, MD 
Rhonda Vosmus, RRT 
Richard Rumba, MPH 
Scott Edgecomb, RN, RRT 
Bonita Irwin, LPN 
Diane Haskell, RRT 
Barbara Deuell, MD 
Douglas Couper, MD 

Maryland 

Temitope Fowora, DNP, CRNP 
Mona Sarfaty, MD, MPH 
Frances Stewart, MD 
Melanie Buzzelli, MPH 

Massachusetts 

Marguerite Ricciardone, MD 
Hildred Pennoyer, MD 
Herbert W Copeland, MPH, MD 

Michigan 

Elizabeth Del Buono, MD 
Cindy Kozlowski, RRT, CTTS 
MeiLan Han, MD 

Minnesota 

Miranda Adams, RN 

Andrew Mellin, MD 
James Hughes, MD, FCCP 
Elizabeth Hughes, PhD, RRT, AE-C 

Mississippi 

Calvin Bennett, BSN 
Laverne Watts, MSN 
Barbara Field, RN 

Missouri 

Susan Borosh, RRT CPFT 
Rachel Sanford, MSW, LCSW 
Laura Turner, MSW 

Montana 

Marcy Ballman, PhD 
Gregar Lind, MD 
Colette Kirchhoff, MD 
Robert Byron, MD, MPH 
Robert Merchant, MD 

Nebraska 

Samantha Collins, RN, BSN 
David Corbin, PhD 

Nevada 

Debra Hendrickson, MD 
Ross Robinson, Student Nurse, Nurse 
Apprentice 
Joanne Leovy, MD 
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Robert Hickey, MD 

New Jersey 

Arielle Aiken, MD 
Amita Avadhani, PhD, DNP, NEA-BC, CNE, 
ACNP-BC, NP-C, CCRN, FAANP, FCCM 
Jessica Edwards, DO 
Portia Lagmay-Fuentes 

New Mexico 

Dona Upson, MD, MA, ATSF, FCCP 
Laurence Shandler, MD 
Melissa Ontiveros, MS, MPA, MCJ 



New York 

Steve Callahan, PTA 
S Mahtani, MD 
Robert Zielinski, MD 
Patrick Schnell, MD 
Kathleen Nolan, MD, MSL 
Carmi Orenstein, MPH 
Sandra Steingraber, PhD 
Larysa Dyrszka, MD 
Elizabeth Geltman, JD, LLM 
Alexandra M Popovici, MPA 
Cynthia Trubisky, AE-C 
Zachary Williams, MPH 

North Carolina 

Srobona Chatterjee, MD 
Donald Harland, RN 

Ohio 

Mike Test, MD 
Kathi Kemper, MD, MPH 

Oklahoma 

Alexis Burris 
Peter Vitiello, PhD 
Wendy Lawson, MPH, RRT 

Oregon 

Jenny Pompilio, MD, MPH 
Martin Donohoe, MD, FACP 
Beverly Stewart 
Rebecca Glommen, MSN, BSN, RN 

Pennsylvania 

Franziska Rosser, MD, MPH 
Gabriel Cisneros, MD 
Deborah Brown, CHES 
Alan Peterson, MD 
Kathleen Krebs, BSN 
Chelsey Hildebrand, MPH 
Karen Pescatore, PhD 
Nancy Routhier, MPT 

 

 

Rhode Island 

Linda Mendonca, DNP, RN, PHNA-BC/ 
Assistant Professor/ President National 
Association of School Nurses  
Angela Butler, RRT, AE-C 
Peter Woodberry, PhD 
Janet Peters, MA, Dean of Curricular 
Support 
Daniel Fitzgerald, MPH 
Jennifer Wall 

South Carolina 

Mechelle Lugo, RRT 

South Dakota 

Darcy Ellefson, RRT 
Julie Hansen, LPN 
Shelby Hintze Jepperson, MPH, CPH 

Tennessee 

Vineesha Arelli, MD 

Texas 

Celeste Monforton, DrPH, MPH 
Lisa Doggett, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
Adelita Cantu, PhD, RN, FAAN 
William Perkison, MD, MPH 
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Anne Epstein, MD, FACP 
Robert Haley, MD 
Zane Cooke, MD in progress 
Winifred Hamilton, MS, PhD, SM 
Adelita Cantu, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Mary Gonzales, MD 
Heather Falvo, MD 
Lesa Walker, MD, MPH 
Russ Gamber, DO, MPH 
Sandy Reddy 
Melinda Benavides, MS1 
Jenny Benavides, BSN, CRRN 
Sharon Dennis, DO 
Floyd Ostrom, DO 
Ingrid Kelley, BSN, RN 
Seyed Javad Moghaddam, MD, ATSF 
Andrew Graham, MSN 
Jennifer Cofer, DrPH(c), MPH, CHES 



Utah 

Steve Sugden, MD, MPH 

Vermont 

Theodore Marcy, MD, MPH 
Lara Kalix-Crisafi, WHNP 

Virginia 

Barbara Kaplan, MPH 
Jerome Paulson, MD 
Downs Little, MD, FACP 
Bobby Mahajan, MD 
Quentin Fischer, PhD 

Washington 

Nancy Danoff, MD, MPH 
James Lanz, RN 

West Virginia 

Chaste Barclay, CTTS 

Wisconsin 

Michelle Mercure, CHES, CTTS,  
Bruce Krawisz, MD 
Kathleen Sweeney, DNP, RN 
Elizabeth Gore, MD 
Andrea Jones, MPH 
Tana Feiner 
Sarah Brundidge, MSc, RRT, AE-C, CPFT 
Kathleen Roebber, MA, BSN 
Pamela Guthman, DNP, RN, APHN-BC 
Sophie Kramer, MD 
Walter Wong, MD 
Kayleigh Day, MPH, CHES 
Joel Charles, MD, MPH 
Claire Gervais, MD 
Zachary Dunton, MPH 
Caley Powell, BSN, RN, CH RM 


