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December 11, 2017

Chairman Mary Nichols
California Air Resources Board
1001 | Street

Sacramento, CA 95819

Subject: Public Health Comments on SB 375 Regional Target Update
Dear Chairman Nichols:

On behalf of the undersigned public health organizations and individual health
professionals, we are writing to express our support for strong sustainable community
planning efforts to improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and
protect health. These measures must include ambitious regional GHG reduction targets,
increased funding and support of active transportation and strong vehicle trip reduction
policies. Therefore, we urge the state board to adopt the strongest possible SB 375
greenhouse gas reduction targets in the target update process now before you.



California not only faces the most difficult air pollution burdens in the nation but has also
for decades been saddled with planning decisions that promote longer driving distances
and undermine community health around the state. This has added to our climate
change burdens while also complicating efforts to reduce smog and patrticle pollution
from the broader transportation sector (passenger vehicles, freight, etc.) California’s
leading transportation programs (e.g. Zero Emission Vehicles, Low Carbon Fuel
Standard) are driving down vehicle and fuel emissions but cannot address the need for
fundamental changes in land use planning and transportation decisions. This is
especially true for disadvantaged communities lacking adequate, safe and connected
sidewalks, bike lanes, and transit opportunities, and where a higher proportion of
households lack a vehicle.

The vision for sustainable communities serving all Californians is a critical component of
climate policy that promotes health and moving toward this goal requires that we
account for historical disparities in investment toward healthy communities. In fact,
increasing active transportation is the greenhouse gas reduction strategy with the
greatest health and health equity co-benefits.

California’s Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act (SB 375) has spurred
important progress at the regional and local level to better align community planning
with state greenhouse gas reduction goals, but now state and local leaders need to step
up the progress in order to reach 2030 and 2050 climate goals and achieve this broader
vision. In order to promote the greatest health outcomes for all Californians through our
land use and transportation plans, decisions and investments, we offer the following
recommendations as the California Air Resources Board (CARB) moves to update
regional GHG targets over the coming months:

1) Support Public Health through Stronger Regional Targets

We appreciate the ongoing efforts of the California Air Resources Board to analyze
and develop more ambitious regional GHG reduction targets in support of the 2030
Scoping Plan process. Now that regions are well on their way to achieving the
current set of targets, stronger action is needed. The GHG reduction targets
included in CARB’s June 2017 staff report are more ambitious than those
recommended by regional MPOs and signal the importance of increasing efforts
across the board to reach our health-protective climate and clean air goals. We
support the staff recommendation as a step in the right direction, but it does not go
as far as needed to meet the Scoping Plan 2030 GHG reduction goal. Strong
targets are critical to ensure that regional plans align with state goals to promote
more sustainable transportation outcomes, including:

e Achieve national air quality standards and California’s 2030 goal to reduce
climate pollution by 40 percent compared to 1990 levels as outlined in the
2030 Scoping Plan currently under development at CARB.

e Support Caltrans’ Sustainability Master Plan and the “Toward an Active
California” plan to double pedestrian and transit trips and triple bicycling trips



by 2020, and reduce pedestrian and bicycle fatalities by 10 percent every
year.

e Avoid displacement of existing communities and ensuring sustainable
communities are inclusive and equitable.

2) Ensure New Funding Sources Maximize Progress toward SB 375 Goals
A key development in recent years has been the creation of new funding
opportunities to support healthy communities for all Californians that did not exist
during earlier SB 375 planning efforts. CARB must be vigilant to ensure that all of
these funding efforts are well coordinated, benefit all communities and show real
progress toward SB 375 targets.

The Active Transportation Program (ATP) was created in 2013 and has invested
over $500 million in walking and bicycling projects around the State. Senate Bill 1
(California’s “Road Repair and Transportation Accountability Act of 2017”) will
provide $1 billion in new funding for the ATP over the coming decade to support
active transportation efforts, especially in our most disadvantaged communities.
Other new programs including the Congested Corridors and Local Partnership
Programs can fund active transportation as part of larger multimodal projects.
Additionally, newly approved regional transportation planning grants to implement
SB 375 (2017-18 California Budget) and the Transformative Climate Communities
grants (per AB 2722, Burke) can provide greater opportunities to address locally-
identified community planning needs. Funding is also available through the VW
settlement and local measures like LA County Measure M. All of these funding
programs are on top of ongoing Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund allocations for
transit, sustainable community planning and affordable housing.

3) Support Ongoing Health Analysis of SB 375 Planning Efforts

Throughout the SB 375 implementation process, several regional planning agencies
have begun integrating public health into planning efforts with greater focus on
healthier, safer transportation planning and land use patterns, and these efforts must
continue. For example, several Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and
Councils of Governments (COGSs) have included health analysis, hired public health
and active transportation staff, developed relationships with County health
departments and taken other steps to involve public health in the core of their
planning processes.

The Southern California Association of Governments’ “Active Transportation Health and
Economic Impact Study” released in November 2016 reported hundreds of millions in
public health and economic benefits due to increased active transportation investments
contained in the region’s 2016 Regional Transportation Plan. The SCAG study identified
significant reductions in diabetes prevalence and poor health outcomes (11% and 13%
respectively) associated with increased active transportation. Similarly, a published
study of the Bay Area found that a modest increase in daily biking and walking would
reduce cardiovascular and diabetes rates by about 14%.



We strongly support these efforts and believe that CARB should support the ongoing
relationship between public health and community planning agencies by providing the
support and resources needed to conduct these types of health evaluations throughout
California on an on-going basis to support regional implementation of SB 375.

As health organizations and health and medical professionals, we view integrated
health and community planning processes as key to ensuring California meets its goals
for a sustainable, healthy future. We look forward to working with CARB, the MPOs and
other stakeholders in building healthier communities for all Californians.

Sincerely,
Barb Sattler, RN, DrPH, FAA, Founding Member
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments

Kris Calvin, President & CEO
American Academy of Pediatrics — California

Autumn J. Ogden-Smith, Director, California State Legislation
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, Inc.

Bonnie Holmes-Gen
Senior Director, Air Quality and Climate Change
American Lung Association in California

Susan Hogeland, CAE, Executive Vice President
California Academy of Family Physicians

California Black Health Network

Justin Malan, Executive Director
California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health

Ken Cutler, MD, MPH, President
California Conference of Local Health Officers

Stephanie Roberson, Senior Legislative Advocate
California Nurses Association

Kimberly Chen, MPA, Government Affairs Manager
California Pan-Ethnic Health Network

Adele Amodeo, Executive Director
California Public Health Association — North



Chris Garvey FNP, MSN, MPA, MAACVPR, President
California Thoracic Society

Kevin Hamilton, RRT, RCP, Executive Director
Central California Asthma Collaborative

Ken Bird, MD, MPH, Public Health Officer
Dave Pomaville, Director
County of Fresno Department of Public Health

Penny Borenstein, MD, MPH, Health Officer/Public Health Director
County of San Luis Obispo Public Health Department

Praveen Buddiga, MD FAAAAI
Family Allergy Asthma Clinic

Sarah Spengeman, Ph.D.
Associate Director, Climate and Health Program
Health Care Without Harm, US and Canada

Carlos Bello, Chairman
Kern County Asthma Coalition

Fonda Winslow, Executive Director
Kern County Medical Society

Dr. Scott Takahashi, PharmD, FCSHP, FASHP, Co-Chair
Los Angeles County Asthma Coalition

Harry Wang, MD, President
Physicians for Social Responsibility/Sacramento

Robert M Gould, MD, Associate Adjunct Professor, Department of Obstetrics,
Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, UCSF School of Medicine
President, San Francisco Bay Area Chapter

Physicians for Social Responsibility

Manal J. Aboelata, MPH, Managing Director
Prevention Institute

Linda Rudolph, MD, MPH, Director
Center for Climate Change and Health
Public Health Institute

Joel Ervice, Associate Director
Regional Asthma Management and Prevention (RAMP)



Individuals

Felix Aguilar, MD, MPH, Los Angeles

Robert Blount, MD, San Francisco

Donna Carr, MD, Encino

David Tom Cooke, MD, FCCP, FACS, Associate Professor; Head, Section of General
Thoracic Surgery; Program Director, Cardiothoracic Surgery Residency, UC Davis
Health, Sacramento

Andrew Deckert, MD, MPH, Redding

Kathy Dervin, MPH, Oakland

Devin Arias, MPH, Downey

Anthony DeRiggi, MD, Sacramento

Marc Futernick, MD, Los Angeles

Richard Joseph Jackson MD MPH, HonAIA HonASLA, Professor emeritus, UCLA
Fielding School of Public Health. Director emeritus, CDC National Center for
Environmental Health

Karen Jakpor, MD, MPH, Riverside

Anthony Molina, MD, Fresno

Raymond Richard Neutra MD Dr. PH, Ret. Chief, Division of Environmental and
Occupational Disease Control, CA Dept of Public Health

Sonal Patel, MD, Los Angeles

David Pepper, MD, Oakland

Cindy Russell, MD, Los Altos

Sunil Saini, MD, Upland

Daya Upadhyay, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine, UCSF

Medical Director, Lung Nodule Program

Director, Center of Excellence for Lung Cancer

Director, Translational Research in Medicine

Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine

University of California San Francisco, Fresno

Jose Joseph-Vempilly, MD, Fresno



