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Comments on the Proposed Repeal of the Clean Power Plan Hearing
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2017-0355

As California-based health and medical organizations, we strongly oppose the proposal to revoke
the Clean Power Plan. Revoking the Clean Power Plan would give power plants a license to emit
unlimited carbon pollution and would result in preventable harm to Californians’ health.
California has been a leader in developing sound climate change policies that support and
reinforce actions taken by other jurisdictions. Together, these local, state and federal actions can
prevent the worst impacts of climate change by reducing pollutants that threaten public health
today and for generations to come. We urge the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to begin
work immediately to fully implement the plan, not revoke it.



When fully implemented, the Clean Power Plan would prevent 90,000 pediatric asthma attacks,
4,500 premature deaths, and hundreds of thousands of lost work and school days each year. If
the Clean Power Plan is revoked, these are health consequences that would be knowingly
permitted. That is unacceptable.

This action would put all Americans — but particularly the most vulnerable, including children,
older adults, and individuals with chronic diseases — in harm’s way due to air pollution and
climate change. Climate change impacts are deeply felt in California, from impacts to air quality,
extreme weather events, droughts and wildfires and these impacts are borne most by those who
can least afford them.

Revoking the Clean Power Plan would roll back important steps that directly reduce the
emissions from power plants that cause those asthma attacks and premature deaths, and many
other health harms. Without the Clean Power Plan, the nation will not only suffer from carbon
emissions and climate change, but more emissions of harmful particulate matter, sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides, and other hazardous air pollutants, including mercury that comes from power
plants. Sulfur dioxide emissions alone are expected to be 45 percent higher than they would have
been under the Clean Power Plan.

Disturbingly, the Administration’s analysis supporting the proposal to revoke the Clean Power
Plan offers two new, alternate ways of looking at the premature deaths resulting from these
additional hundreds of thousands of tons of emissions. Both undercount the harm of the
increased particulate matter by assuming that concentrations of this pollutant below a certain
level are safe. The fact is, scores of medical experts have found that there is no known safe
threshold for particulate matter. EPA’s alternate approaches fail to recognize the true health toll
of pollution from power plants.

In addition to exposing Americans to increased levels of pollution from power plant emissions,
revoking the Clean Power Plan would be a huge step backward in addressing climate change that
would result in 23 percent more carbon pollution from power plants. Carbon pollution drives
climate change, which poses a current and growing threat to the health and safety of all
Americans, especially the most vulnerable.

In November, the Administration released a Fourth National Climate Assessment Climate
Science Special Report, which found that “it is extremely likely that human influence has been
the dominant cause of the observed warming since the mid-20th century. Over the last century,
there are no alternative explanations supported by the evidence that are either credible or that can
contribute more than marginally to the observed patterns.”

California has experienced catastrophic wildfires this year, including the most deadly fire in
California history in the Northern California, killing 44 people, destroying nearly 5,000 homes
and costing $3 billion in damages. The Thomas Fire in southern California, currently the third
largest fire in state history, has destroyed more than 1,000 structures and blanketed the area with
deadly particle pollution for weeks.


http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1702747
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1702747
https://science2017.globalchange.gov/
https://science2017.globalchange.gov/

From raging wildfires in the West to the destructive storms in the Southeast to sweeping
heatwaves and the spread of diseases like Lyme disease, recent years have served as a very real
reminder of the dangers Americans face from a changing climate. The United States must reduce
emissions that worsen climate change — not go back to the days of unlimited carbon pollution
from power plants.

The Clean Power Plan provides a major step forward to protect public health from dangerous
power plant emissions and from the worst impacts of climate change. On behalf of all
Californians, including those most vulnerable to health harms from air pollution and climate
extremes, we urge EPA not to revoke the Clean Power Plan, and to instead move forward to fully
implement this lifesaving protection.

Thank you.
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