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June 25, 2012 

 

The Honorable Lisa Jackson, Administrator 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Air and Radiation Docket and Information Center 

Mail Code 2822T 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

Re: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2011-0660 

 

Dear Administrator Jackson:  

 

We write to express support for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposed 

Carbon Pollution Standard for New Sources. As physicians, we are concerned with the well-

being of our patients, many of whom suffer from chronic lung, cardiovascular and other diseases. 

Our patients represent the millions of who live each day at risk of serious health impacts related 

to environmental conditions such as air pollution. The proposed carbon pollution standard is a 

key step in reducing harmful emissions that contribute to unhealthy air. We encourage the EPA 

to adopt the most protective carbon pollution standard possible.  

 

Carbon pollution from electric generating units is a major contributor to global warming. Carbon 

dioxide (CO2) emissions represent the largest percentage of greenhouse gas pollution,
i
 with 

fossil fuel fired electric generating units contributing the largest share.
ii
 As the amount of CO2 in 

the atmosphere increases, solar radiation is trapped, raising the temperature of the earth.
iii

  

 

Increasing global temperatures are likely to create conditions favorable for of the creation of 

ground-level ozone (smog)).
iv

 Projections indicate that changes in climate will likely increase 

risk of ozone formation,
v
 with the greatest impact in areas that already suffer from unhealthy 

levels.
vi

 While factoring in the impact of current rules to reduce ozone levels is difficult, 

scientific consensus indicates that ozone formation is likely to be higher in the absence of carbon 

pollution standards than it would be with standards in place. As EPA’s own assessment made 

clear in 2009, the potential for climate change will make the work to clean up air pollution more 

difficult.
vii

  

 

Ozone pollution is known to exacerbate existing medical conditions, such as asthma, and chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and disproportionately impact individuals under 18, over 

65, , those living in poverty, and people who work or exercise outdoors.
viii

  

 

Ozone acts as a powerful respiratory irritant, causing inflammation of lung tissue, premature 

death,
ix

 shortness of breath,
x
 chest pain,

xi
 wheezing,

xii
 increased susceptibility to respiratory 

infections,
xiii

 risk of asthma attack,
xiv

 and need for medical treatment or hospitalization.
xv

 

Further, children who are regularly exposed to high levels of ozone may experience reduced lung 

function and increased risk of lung disease in adulthood.
xvi
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Our best science indicates that carbon pollution contributes to global warming. Warming creates 

an environment which will make it much harder to clean up ozone and other types of air 

pollution. The risks associated with ozone pollution are well-documented, and we need every 

available tool to reduce the risk for the general population, and especially those at greatest risk. 

We urge the EPA to adopt the strongest possible carbon pollution standard for new sources, and 

move quickly to adopt an equally strong standard for existing sources.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Nicole Baltrushes, MD – Santa Rosa, CA 

David Hill, MD – Middlebury, CT 

Hossein Sadeghi, MD. Director of Pediatric Pulmonology, Stamford Hospital – Stamford, CT 

Victoria Mui, MD – Washington, DC 

Alicia Adams, Medical Student – Waukegan, IL 

Yasmeen Ansari, MD – Addison, IL 

Jagan Bokka, MD – Shelbyville, IL 

Marilyn Borkgren, APN – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Ellen S. Brull, MD – Glenview, IL 

Kathy Z. Chang, MD, MPH – Peoria, IL 

Cheryl Chastine, MD – Chicago, IL 

George Cromydas, MD – Arlington Heights, IL 

Leslie Dean, MD – Rockford, IL 

Neeraj Desai, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Edward Diamond, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Guy Dugan, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Bruce Doblin, MD – Chicago, IL 

Sheron Brown, MD – Naperville, IL 

James T. Crabtree, MD – Chatham, IL 

Kelly L. DeBoer, MD – Spring Valley, IL 

Mara Divis, DO – Chicago, IL 

Margaret M. Dolan, MD – Niles, IL 

Deborah Edberg, MD – Chicago, IL 

William Edwards, MD – Downers Grove, IL 

Kara Fess, MD – Utica, IL 

Katherine Fackler-Chapman, MD – Geneva, IL 

Lee Francis, MD, MPH – Chicago, IL 

Susan Galanes, APN – Winfield, IL 

Steven Geller, MD – Arlington Heights, IL 

Kelly Gill, MD – Winfield, IL 

Shanti Leon Guerrero, Medical Student – Chicago, IL 

Joseph Q. Henkle, MD – Springfield, IL 

Aaron Louis Goldstein, Medical Student – Chicago, IL 

Sara Greenhill, MD – Winfield, IL 

Amy Harrison, MD – Oak Park, IL 

Robert Hart, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Alison Holloway, MD – Lake Bluff, IL 
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Anna Ivanenko, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Jane Jackman, MD – Springfield, IL 

Asim Jaffer, MD – Peoria, IL 

Terryll Joy, MD – Skokie, IL 

Cindy Kane, APN – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Kevin L. Kovitz MD, MBA, FCCP, FACP. Medical Director, Chicago Chest Center – Elk Grove  

Village, IL 

Andrius Kudirka, MD – Orland Park, IL 

Linda Lam, DO – Winfield, IL 

Joseph Leija, MD – Melrose Park, IL 

Julie Lipkin, MD – Chicago, IL 

Carolyn Lopez, MD – Chicago, IL 

Sarah Lovinger, MD – Evanston, IL 

Donald R. Lurye, MD, MMM, CPE – Glen Ellyn, IL 

Mark Malone, MD – Naperville, IL  

Sarah Mann, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Robert Martin, DO – Chicago, IL 

Clifford Massie, PhD – Elk Grove Village, IL  

David McElligott, MD – Naperville, IL 

Timothy McGee, DO – Winfield, IL 

Tracey McLoone, MD – Coal Valley, IL 

Kathleen J. Miller, MD – Decatur, IL 

Russell Miller, MD – Oak Park, IL 

Donald Morales, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

James Moss, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Meena Murugappan, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Mary A. Nevin, MD. Attending Physician. Pediatric Pulmonary Medicine. Ann and Robert H.  

Lurie Chidren's Hospital of Chicago – Chicago, IL 

Javette C. Orgain, MD, MPH. Chair, Illinois State Board of Health – Chicago, IL 

Timothy Ott, DO – Quincy, IL 

Crystal Otteman, DO – Winfield, IL 

John Pantano, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Cheryl Peterson, MD – Roscoe, IL 

Komal Prem, Medical Student – Chicago, IL 

Gregory Scott, MD – Arlington Heights, IL 

Elizabeth Semkiu, DO – Naperville, IL 

Nawaid Shakir, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Dorothy Shapiro, APN – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Josh Shapiro, Medical Student – Chicago IL 

Oksana Shulzhenko, MD – Naperville, IL  

Dareen Siri, MD, FAAAAI FACAAI. Allergy Asthma Immunology – Springfield, IL 

Lewis J. Smith, Professor of Medicine – Chicago, IL 

Shuo Song, MD – Chicago, IL 

Myrtis Sullivan, MD – Chicago, IL 

Muneer Syed, MD – Champaign, IL 

Leo Taiberg, MD – Elk Grove Village, IL 
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Mary Vance, APN – Elk Grove Village, IL 

Keith Warren, MD – Winfield, IL 

Peter White, MD – Springfield, IL 

Eric James Wilson, MD – Chicago, IL 

Terese Zeman, MD – Naperville, IL 

J.H. Gardner, MD – Buffalo, LA 

Donald D. Accetta, MD – Taunton, MA 

Irving Bailit, MD – Newton, MA 

Aaron Stephen Bernstein, MD. Children’s Hospital – Boston, MA 

Andrew Chandler, Medical Student – Worcester, MA 

Nicholas Hill, MD – Sherborn, MA 

Linda Kovitch, CRNA, RRT – Bedford, MA 

Deborah Pedersen, MD – Taunton, MA 

Matthew Sadof, MD – Springfield, MA 

Megan Sandel, MD, MPH – Chestnut Hill, MA 

Norma Dreyfus, MD – Westport Island, ME 

Steve Feder, MD – Boothbay Harbor, ME 

James H. Maier, MD, CSI Psychiatrist – Scarborough, ME 

Paul R. Mazur, MD, MPH – Belfast, ME 

Janice L. Pelletier, MD, FAAP – Orono, ME 

Marguerite A. Pennoyer, MD – Portland, ME 

Ann Simmons, MD – Calais, ME 

Roberto John Struba, MD, PhD, MPH – Belfast, ME 

Edward Z. Walworth, MD – Lewiston, ME 

Paul Spaero, MD – Bangor, ME 

Brian Nolan MD – Flint, MI 

James R. Feist, MD – Bozeman, MT 

C. Paul Loehnen, MD – Missoula, MT 

Paul Gregory Smith, DO – Missoula, MT 

Robert G. Byron, MD, MPH. CIO, Bighorn Valley Health Center – Hardin, MT 

Luis Rodriguez, MD. Chief, Department of Pediatrics, Woodhull Medical Center, Pediatric  

Pumonologist – Brooklyn, NY 

E. Neil Schachter, MD. Medical Director, Respiratory Care – New York, NY 

Mann-Mann Chuang, MD – Lorain, OH 

Sunil K. Dama, MD – Cincinnati, OH 

Dorr G. Dearborn, PhD, MD, Professor of Environmental Health Science and Pediatrics –  

Cleveland, OH 

Karthikeyan Kanagarajan, MD – Cincinnati, OH 

Mysheika Lemaile-Williams, MD – Columbus, OH 

Tyra Bryant-Stephens, MD – Elkins Park, PA 

Beth Careyva, MD – Philadelphia, PA 

Michael Davies, MD – Altoona, PA 

Thomas Falasca, MD – Erie, PA 

Franci Foti, MD – Erie, PA 

Arthur L. Frank MD, PhD, Professor of Public Health – Philadelphia, PA 

Allison Freeman, MD, Allergist/Immunologist – Harrisburg, PA 
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Gisoo Ghaffari, MD – Hershey, PA 

Faoud Ishmael, MD, Assistant Professor of Medicine – Hershey, PA 

Charles R. Joy, MD, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist – Erie, PA 

Douglas Kilpatrick, Executive Director, Northampton County Medical Society – Bethlehem, PA 

Matthew Kusher, MD – Philadelphia, PA 

Carl J. Milks, MD, FACAAI – Honesdale, PA  

Tracy Prematta, MD – Altoona, PA 

Steven Reis, MD – Pittsburgh, PA 

Mona Sarfaty, MD, MPH – Philadelphia, PA 

Walter Tsou, MD, President, Philadelphia Physicians for Social Responsibility – Philadelphia,  

PA 

Alexander Yang, MPH – Philadelphia, PA 

Karen Daigle, MD. Vice Chair, Leadership Board, American Lung Association of Rhode Island  

– Providence, RI 

Vijay Subramaniam, MD – Williamsburg, VA 

Theodore Marcy, MD, Professor of Medicine Emeritus, University of Vermont College of 

Medicine – North Ferrisburgh, VT 
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Note: references need to have complete citations.   

                                                           
i
 IPCC, 2007: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis. 

Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change [Solomon, S., D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt, M.Tignor and 

H.L. Miller (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA. 
ii
 IPCC, 2007: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis. 

Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change [Solomon, S., D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt, M.Tignor and 

H.L. Miller (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA. 
iii
 IPCC, 2007: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis. 

Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change [Solomon, S., D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt, M.Tignor and 

H.L. Miller (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA. 
iv
116 Environmental Health Perspectives 11, 1449 at 1451.  

v
 Stevenson DS, Dentener FJ, Schultz MG, et al. Multimodel ensemble simulations of present-day and 

near-future tropospheric ozone. J Geophys Res. 2006; 111:D08301, doi: 10.1029/2005JD006338; Wu S, 

Mickley LJ, Leibensperger EM, Jacob DJ, Rind D, Streets DG. Effects of 2000-2050 global change on 

ozone air quality in the United States. J Geophys Res. 2008; 113: D06302, doi: 10.1029/2007/JD008917. 
vi
116 Environmental Health Perspectives 11, 1449 at 1451. 

vii
 U.S. EPA. Assessment of the Impact fo Global Change on Regional U.S. Air Quality: A sysnthesis of climate change 

impacts on ground-level ozone. April, 2009. EPA/600/R-07/094F. 
viii

 U.S. EPA. Air Quality Criteria for Ozone and Other Photochemical Oxidants, 2006.  EPA/600/R-

05/004aF-cF. 
ix
 National Research Council, Committee on Estimating Mortality Risk Reduction and Economic Benefits 

from Controlling Ozone Air Pollution. Estimating Mortality Risk Reduction and Economic Benefits from 

Controlling Ozone Air Pollution. National Academy Press, 2008. 
x
 Horstman DH, Folinsbee LJ, Ives PJ, Abdul-Salaam S, McDonnell WF. Ozone concentration and 

pulmonary response relationships for 6.6-hour exposures with five hours of moderate exercise to 0.08, 

0.10, and 0.12 ppm. Am Rev Respir Dis 1990; 42:1158-1163. 
xi
 McDonnell WF, Stewart PW, Smith MV, Pan WK, Pan J. Ozone-induced respiratory symptoms: 

exposure-response models and association with lung function. Eur Respir J 1999;14:845–853. 
xii

 Triche EW, Gent JF, Holford TR, Belanger K, Bracken MB, Beckett WS, Naeher L, McSharry JE, 

Leaderer BP. Lowlevel ozone exposure and respiratory symptoms in infants. Environ Health Perspect 

2006;114:911–916. 
xiii

 Hollingsworth JW, Kleeberger SR, Foster WM. Ozone and pulmonary innate immunity. Proc Am 

Thorac Soc 2007;4:240-246. 
xiv

 Mortimer KM, Neas LM, Dockery DW, Redline S, Tager IB. The effect of air pollution on inner-city 

children with asthma. Eur Respir J 2002; 19:699-705. 
xv

Gent JF, Triche EW, Holford TR, Belanger K., Bracken MB, Beckett WS, Leaderer BP. Association of 

low-level ozone and fine particles with respiratory symptoms in children with asthma. JAMA 

2003;290:1859-1867; Lin S, Liu X, Le LH, Hwang S-A. Chronic Exposure to Ambient Ozone and 

Asthma Hospital Admissions among Children. Environ Health Perspect 2008; 116:1725-1730; and 

Burnett RT, Brook JR, Yung WT, Dales RE, Krewski D. Association between ozone and hospitalization 

for respiratory diseases in 16 Canadian cities. Environ Res 1997;72:24-31. 
xvi

Tager IB, Balmes J, Lurmann F, Ngo L, Alcorn S, Kunzli N. Chronic exposure to ambient ozone and 

lung function in young adults. Epidemiology 2005;16:751–759. 


