] . R
American ik

Blood Cancer American /& EPILEPSY

Cancer — D, . Lun ‘
Society I Onited Assgciation FOUNDATION
]]] I cancer Ma;:i't‘i’;.lae Sclerosis !

/- ACtiOI"I . Society '
e eert & NATIONAL KIDNEY = v//
CROHN’S\ Y FOUNDATION. ¥\

&COLlTl S Volunteers of America
FOUNDATION a®p NATIONAL

® BLEEDING DISORDERS Hypertrophic

THE AIDS INSTITUTE 4% [OUNDATION Cardiomyopathy

HEMOPHILIA A~ AIARTHRITIS

Home for the Bighearied Since 1996
INTERNATIONAL FOURDATION FOR AUTOIMMUME
& AUTQINFLAMMATORY ARTHRITIS

LEGAL ACTION CENTER g, e .
L .A‘ Breaking Barriers. Defending Dignity. CAN (JERcare

June 26, 2026

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Re: CalAIM 1115 Demonstration Renewal

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the California Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal
(CalAlM) Section 1115 Demonstration Renewal.

The undersigned organizations represent millions of individuals facing serious, acute and chronic health
conditions. We have a unique perspective on what individuals and families need to prevent disease, cure
illness and manage chronic health conditions. The diversity of our organizations and the populations we
serve enable us to draw upon a wealth of knowledge and expertise that is an invaluable resource
regarding any decisions affecting the Medicaid program and the people that it serves. We urge the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to make the best use of the recommendations,
knowledge and experience our organizations offer here.

Our organizations are committed to ensuring that California’s Medicaid program provides quality and
affordable healthcare coverage. We support the state’s proposal to continue to provide targeted pre-
release services for justice-involved individuals and to create an Employment Supports benefit. Our
organizations urge CMS to approve these proposals and offer the following comments on the CalAIM
Demonstration Renewal:

Our organizations support the proposed continuation of coverage for incarcerated youths and adults
who are otherwise eligible for Medicaid for up to 90 days prior to release. This proposal will continue to



help these populations with complex needs to access the critical supports needed to treat physical and
behavioral health conditions. For example, studies in Washington and Florida reported that people with
severe mental illness that had Medicaid coverage at the time of their release were more likely to access
community mental health services and had fewer detentions and stayed out of jail longer than those
without coverage.! This proposal is consistent with the goals of Medicaid and is an important step in
improving continuity of care. By aiming to reduce post-release overdoses and deaths, this proposal is
also aligned with federal efforts to combat the opioid crisis, first declared a public health emergency by
the Trump Administration in 2017.%2 CMS should work with the state to ensure that existing state
spending on healthcare for this population is supplemented, not replaced when implementing this

policy.

Additionally, our organizations support the state’s proposal to implement an optional Employment
Supports benefit for individuals who are subject to work reporting requirements under Public Law 119-
21. Our organizations have long opposed work reporting requirements and have deep concerns about
the upcoming coverage losses for the people we represent.® While it is impossible to fully shield patients
from the impact of these devastating cuts, we appreciate California’s proposal to allow counties to opt
into a program to provide pre-employment services and post-employment retention services to eligible
individuals. Our organizations support the voluntary nature of the proposed Employment Supports
benefit. Given that participation is optional and does not impact access to healthcare, these services will
help eligible Californians in navigating and overcoming barriers to maintaining health coverage. Our
organizations urge CMS to approve this proposal while ensuring that this policy does not condition
access to care upon use of or participation in the Employment Supports benefit.

Our organizations appreciate California’s efforts to improve access to healthcare and urge CMS to
approve these proposals.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
Sincerely,

AiArthritis

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
American Lung Association

Blood Cancer United

CancerCare

Crohn's & Colitis Foundation

Epilepsy Foundation of America
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Association
Legal Action Center

National Bleeding Disorders Foundation
National Kidney Foundation

National Multiple Sclerosis Society

The AIDS Institute

The Coalition for Hemophilia B

Volunteers of America
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