
An Open Letter from Health and Medical Professionals 

 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 
 

Dear President Obama:  

As doctors, nurses, scientists, and public health and medical professionals, we are writing to urge you to 

significantly strengthen both the annual and the 24-hour average National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

(NAAQS) for fine particulate matter (PM2.5) to protect public health. Specifically, we recommend that the 

annual standards be set at 11 µg/m3 and the 24-hour standard be set at 25 µg/m3. Ample scientific 

evidence supports adopting tighter standards to protect the health of people who are most susceptible to 

the serious health effects of these pollutants.  

More than 10,000 peer-reviewed scientific studies have been published since 1997 when EPA adopted 

the current annual primary NAAQS for fine particulate air pollution of 15 µg/m3. These studies, as 

discussed and interpreted in the EPA’s 2009 Integrated Science Assessment for Particulate Matter, 

validate earlier epidemiologic studies linking both acute and chronic fine particle pollution with serious 

morbidity and mortality. The newer research has also expanded our understanding of the range of health 

outcomes associated with PM and has identified adverse respiratory and cardiovascular health effects at 

lower exposure levels than previously reported. The new evidence reinforces already strong existing 

studies and supports the conclusion that PM2.5 is causally associated with numerous adverse health 

effects in humans at exposure levels far below the current standard. Such a conclusion demands prompt 

action to protect human health.  

At the conclusion of the thorough review of the current research, the Clean Air Scientific Advisory 

Committee and EPA’s own staff scientists concluded that PM2.5 causes or is likely the cause of 

premature deaths and significant health problems such as increased hospital admissions and emergency 

room visits for cardiovascular and respiratory problems, including heart attacks and strokes. PM2.5 also is 

linked to the development of chronic respiratory disease.  

Fine particulate air pollution is cutting short the lives of tens of thousands of Americans each year. 

Studies have shown fine particulate air pollution is shortening lives by up to six months. The World Health 

Organization recently concluded that diesel particulate matter, a component of total PM2.5 mass, is a 

known human carcinogen. Recent evidence suggests that long-term exposure to fine particles may cause 

reproductive and developmental harm.  

The evidence documents risk well below the current annual average standard of 15 µg/m3. Numerous, 

long-term multi-city studies have shown clear evidence of premature death, cardiovascular and 

respiratory harm as well as reproductive and developmental harm at contemporary concentrations far 

below the level of the current standard.  

Infants, children and teenagers are especially sensitive, as are the elderly, and people with 

cardiovascular disease, lung disease, or diabetes. The new EPA standards should be set at levels that 

will protect these sensitive people with an adequate margin of safety, as required by the Clean Air Act.  

We urge you to set the following primary NAAQS for particulate matter to protect public health:  



 Annual average PM2.5 standard of 11 μg/m3  

 24-hour average PM2.5 standard of 25 μg/m3  

Lowering the annual average standard will reduce chronic exposures but it is not sufficient to protect 

against peak daily concentrations that have also been linked to serious harms to human health. Studies 

of short-term exposure demonstrate that PM2.5 air pollution increases the risk of hospital admissions for 

heart and lung problems even when you exclude days with pollution concentrations at or above the 

current daily standard of 35 µg/m3. Daily concentrations must be capped at lower levels to protect against 

peak exposure days that occur due to local and seasonal sources of emissions.  

Strengthening both the annual and daily standards is necessary to provide healthier air to breathe for 

people all across the nation.  

Numerous scientific studies have now identified increased health risks in association with traffic-

generated air pollution, including fine particulate matter. We commend EPA’s proposal to begin a 

program of roadside monitoring of PM2.5 pollution, but urge that the initiative be greatly expanded to 

protect the health of millions of Americans that live in high traffic areas.  

Thank you for considering our views.  

Sincerely,  

William N. Rom, MD, MPH  

Sol & Judith Bergstein Professor of Medicine and Environmental Medicine  

Director, Division of Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine  

New York University School of Medicine 
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Thomas L. Macchia, Physician Assistant 
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Dr. Donna Carr 
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Dr. Icia Belchak 
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COLORADO 
Alison K. Bauer, PhD - Assistant Professor 
Cecile Rose, MD, MPH - Professor of Medicine, National Jewish Health and UC Denver 
Thomas Hill, III, BS, RN, MSN, PhD 
 



CONNECTICUT 
 
Annette Nieves, Respiratory Therapist 
Dr. Antonio Riera 
Aquitania Morales, RRT 
Brett Gerstenhaber, MD 
Bruce E. Gould, MD 
Carl R. Baum, MD, FAAP, FACMT - Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Yale School of Medicine 
Carol Manseau, BS RRT-NPS 
Catherine Peacock, Respiratory Therapist 
Connie C. Dills, Clinical Educator Respiratory Care Services 
Connie Clements Dills, MBA, RRT, RPFT 
David G. Hill, MD FCCP - Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine, Yale University School of Medicine 
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DELAWARE 
 
Cristina Kraiter, RN 
Teresa Towne, RN, Clinical Educator 
 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 
Clara Filice, MD, MPH, MHS, FAAP 
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Steven H. Lamm, MD, DTPH 
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FLORIDA 
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Mona V. Mangat, MD 
Owen Linder, MD, FACP 
 
GEORGIA 
 
Anne K. Mellinger-Birdsong, MD, MPH, FAAP 
Maeve Howett, PhD, APRN - Associate Professor 
 
HAWAII 
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ILLINOIS 
 
Amy Bouvy, Asthma Van Nurse Practitioner 
Amy Funk, Air Quality Project Specialist 
Andrea Mueller, RN, Child Care Nurse Consultant 
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Anita Indrelie, Respiratory Care Practioner 
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Colleen Cappitelli, RN 
David Vines - Chair, Department of Respiratory Care 
Donna Radzun, CMA(AAMA) 
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Jessica Ramsay, MPH, AE-C 
Joseph G. Leija, MD 
Julie Daugherty, RN 
Julie Kuhn, MSW 
Julie Lipkin, MD 
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Laura M. Smith, NP 
Laurene V. Malinowski, Clinical Research Nurse 
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Lindsey Weder, RN 
Lucy Acheson, RN 
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Mark Haupt, MD, FAAP 
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Children's Hospital of Chicago 
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Nina E Grude, Advanced Practice Nurse 
Pamela Bell , RN, BSN 
Patricia Spolar, RN 
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INDIANA 
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Heidi Sinclair, MD 
 
MAINE 
 
Stella E. Hines, MD, MSPH - Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Suzanne Jacobson, RN 
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Ellen J. Pond, CRT 
Emmanuel Berthil, RRT 
Eric Chivian, MD - Director, Center for Health and the Global Environment, Harvard Medical School 
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Tina Ducasse-Jablonski, RRT 
Veronica Gates, RRT 
Wendy Heiger-Bernays, Associate Professor of Environmental Health 
Wendy Verrette, RN 
William S. Beckett, MD - Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 
 
MICHIGAN 
 
Alexis Morris, Health Educator 
Ann M. Avery, Nurse Practitioner 
Anne F. Russell, Certified Asthma Educator and Nursing Faculty, BSN, RN, AE-C 
Barbara James, RN, CCM 
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James R. Feist, MD 
Jerimiah Lysinger, Pediatric Pulmonologist, Billings Clinic and Director, CF Center of the Northern  
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Susan Richman, MD, MSc 
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Andrea Imperatore, Executive Director, PPHA 
Arthur L. Frank, Professor of Public Health, MD, PhD 
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Elizabeth K. Keech, Assistant Professor, PhD, RN 
Ellen Eline, CRNP 
Erin Johnson, RN, MSN, MPH 
Eva Tseng, MD, MPH 
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Frank Alsis, EdD, RRT, CPFT 
Gus A. Kostas, Jr, MS, CRNP 
Jacalyn Oravec, RRT, RPSGT, RST, CPFT 
Jacqueline Rinier, Nurse Practitioner 
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Julie Cristol, CNM 
Karen F. Lewis, RN, FNP, MSN 
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Laveina Dash, Clinical Regulatory Affairs Specialist 
Linda M. Zube, RRT 
Lindsey Shultz, MD 
Margaret Hayn, CRNP 
Margaret Slota, Associate Professor 
Mary J. Bryner, Respiratory Therapist 
Maureen George, Assistant Professor of Nursing 
Dr. Michael Balsai 
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Nancy Berry, RN 
Nina M. Kaktins,MS, RN 
Patricia Holtz, MD 
Patricia Schwabenbauer, CRNP 
Dr. Paul O'Rourke 
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Renee Carter, RRT 
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Susan S. Aronson, MD, FAAP 
Susan Schrand, Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner 
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Georgette Smith, CPNP, Assistant Professor 
 
TENNESSEE 
 
Susanne Tropez-Sims, MD, MPH, FAAP 
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Adeltia G. Cantu, Assistant Professor, PhD, RN 
Betty J. Dabney, PhD 
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Frances Gaus, MSIS, RRT, RCP 
Harold J. Farber, Pediatric Pulmonology, MD, MSPH 
Dr. James Klein 
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